


 Worship Opportunities 
Sundays 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 
 

FEBRUARY 1 
4TH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 
Matthew 16:13-16 

Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 
 

FEBRUARY 8 
5TH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

 
Matthew 16:13-18 

Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 
 

FEBRUARY 15 
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

 
Acts 2:45-48 

Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 
 
 

Lenten Season Schedule 
 

FEBRUARY 17 
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

Fundraiser for Beth Isreal Rebuild Fund 
5:15—7:00 pm  | Fellowship Center 

 

FEBRUARY 18 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:30 am  | Children Center Entrance 

 
 

12:15 p.m. | Chapel 

 
 

6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary 
 

 

Luke 23:26, 33-34a 
Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 

 

FEBRUARY 22 
1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

Luke 23:32, 39-43 
Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 

MARCH 1 
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

John 19:25-27 
Rev. Dr,=. Joey Shelton 

 

MARCH 8 
3RD SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

Mark 15:21-34 
Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 

 

MARCH 15 
4TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

John 19:28-29 
Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 

 

MARCH 22 
5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
 

John 19:30; Luke 23:46-47 
Rev. Dr. Raigan Miskelly 

 

MARCH 29 
PALM SUNDAY | MILLSAPS SUNDAY 
GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Lt. Ricky James 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: combined choirs of Millsaps  
and Galloway’s Chancel Choir 

 

Holy Week 
 

APRIL 3 
GOOD FRIDAY 

6:00 p.m. | Sanctuary 
 

Galloway Arts Concert Choir & Orchestra 
 

APRIL 3 
HOLY SATURDAY 

4:00 p.m. | Fellowship Center 
 

by John Maxwell 
 

APRIL 5 
Easter Sunday 

 



 

CHURCH-WIDE SUNDAY SCHOOL:  
2026 STATE OF THE CHURCH  

For the past ten months, Galloway has been engaged in 
a season of deep prayer, careful study, and faithful 
discernment—seeking to listen for God’s voice as we 
asked an essential question: 

How is God calling Galloway to be a church in the 
heart of the city, for the city, and beyond? 

On Sunday, February 8, we invite the entire 
congregation to join us for a Church-Wide Sunday 
School hour as we share our 2026 State of the Church 
Report. This gathering will take place from 9:45–10:45 
a.m. in Fellowship A & B, and a light continental breakfast will be provided. 

During this hour, you will hear the story of this discernment journey—what we have learned 

through research and reflection, what has already been accomplished, what is currently in 
motion, and the plans that are guiding us forward. We will also share the theological 
foundation that undergirds and anchors all of our eƯorts as a congregation. 

At the heart of this work is a renewed commitment to our core mission: to make, mature, and 
mobilize disciples of Jesus Christ, while remaining firmly rooted in our Wesleyan values 
of hospitality, discipleship, justice, and social holiness. 

This is an important moment in the life of our church—a chance to see how God is already at 
work among us and to understand how we are being called to move forward together. Whether 
you have been part of every conversation or are just beginning to engage this process, your 
presence matters. 

Please plan to join us as we learn, listen, and celebrate how God is continuing to write the story 
of Galloway’s future—together. 

Catch a glimpse of our Strategic Pathways 
on the next page. 
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Rev. Brandon Halford 

I love serving Jesus, and now, I love serving Jesus at Galloway. I want you all to know what an honor it is to be at Galloway. Some 
of my very first memories here are incredibly meaningful. One of the earliest was attending the Good Friday Choral Service, 
before we ever knew I would be appointed to Galloway UMC. That moment alone through your hospitality spoke volumes about 
the spirit of this place. 

I am first and foremost a husband and father, and I can honestly say that one of the greatest gifts in my life is my wife, Sarah. She 
serves as the Assistant Director of Lay Ministries for the Mississippi United Methodist Conference, but more than that, she is my 
partner in life and in ministry. We truly share this calling together, supporting one another and finding joy in serving side by side. 
One of my favorite things is getting to see her use her gifts here at Galloway as a member of the handbell choir. 

We are incredibly proud of our two daughters, Madalynn (Madi) Grace and Eleanor (Ellie) Katherine, who keep us grounded, 
laughing, and constantly learning what grace looks like in real life. Our family also includes Nala, our straight-haired black 
labradoodle, who makes sure there’s lots of crazy excited energy and never a quiet moment at home. 

Many of you know my love for the outdoors. I love hunting, fishing,  and just about anything connected to farming and land 
stewardship. Hunting, for me, is much more than sitting in a blind and harvesting a deer. There is a holy process to it, and it 
begins not with preparation or planning, but with gratitude. 

The first responsibility is thanking God, for the land, for the animals, and for allowing creation itself to function as it was 
designed. Before anything is planted or tilled, there is an acknowledgment that none of this belongs to us. We don’t own the 
land; we are entrusted with it. Nature, under God’s care, often knows how to tend to itself when we don’t interfere or neglect our 
responsibility as stewards. From there comes the work of caring for what we’ve been given. You can tell when land hasn’t been 
tended. Saplings grow up where they shouldn’t, fields become overgrown, sunlight can’t reach the ground, and the balance of 
wildlife is thrown oƯ. Even the pond tells the truth, when the dam isn’t checked erosion sets in quietly, and before long what 
once sustained life begins to fail. 

Then comes preparation. The ground has to be broken. Tilling isn’t glamorous, it’s noisy, slow, and uncomfortable, but hard soil 
won’t receive seed. However, compacted ground can’t support roots. Breaking up the earth creates space for life to take hold. 
Planting follows, rye grass and oats, chosen intentionally, scattered with care and intention. Seed isn’t thrown aimlessly; it’s 
planted with purpose. When acorns fall and the rains come it sours the natural food supply. Planting a food source can help 
sustain life throughout the winter season. Fertilization comes next, not to force growth, but to give the soil what it lacks so it can 
do what it was created to do. And then there’s timing. You watch the weather. Plant too early and frost kills the crop. Plant too 
late and the seed never establishes. You can’t control the rain or the sun, you can only pay attention, wait patiently, and trust. 

My process of hunting always begins with prayer, before I ever step into the woods. I thank God for what He has created and ask 
for eyes to see it rightly. Most days, that prayer leads not to a harvest, but simply to presence. To sit quietly among what God has 
made, without taking anything, is itself a gift. There are many times I go into the woods and never take a shot. Instead, I watch. I 
listen. I bear witness to creation doing exactly what it was designed to do. In those moments, I’m reminded that hunting is not 
about taking, but about receiving, receiving the stillness, the beauty, and the order God has already set in motion. 

When there is a harvest, it comes with gratitude and reverence. I thank God not only for the animal, but for the provision it 
represents, the meat that will be received, shared, and used wisely. Harvest is never casual; it is sacred, because life is sacred, 
but more than anything, hunting is a place of quiet reflection and deep relationship with God. The woods become a sanctuary. 
There are prayers spoken and prayers unspoken. There is listening, learning to receive God’s voice not through noise or urgency, 
but through stillness. 

There is peace and tranquility there. Even the storms become sermons. I hear the thunder roll, feel the wind shift, and watch the 
rain fall, not as interruption, but as provision. The rain feeds the land, restores what is dry, and reminds me that growth often 
comes through what feels barren and uncomfortable. In the woods, I am reminded that God does some of His best work in 
silence, that provision flows from trust, and that creation itself is constantly proclaiming His care. 
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GALLOWAY’S MONDAY BOOK CLUB - A 
monthly gathering to review and discuss a book 
chosen by group members. All are welcome.  
 

The book for February 2nd is The Heaven And 
Earth Grocery Store by James McBride, winner of 
the National Book Award and a NYT bestselling 
author. A review by LMU Library News calls this 
novel “a unique blend of literary fiction, historical 
fiction, and mystery. The tale weaves around a Jewish couple’s struggle and the Black 
community who unite to help them.” The book jacket states  “McBride shows that it is love 
and community- heaven and earth- that ultimately sustains us.” We encourage folks to 
obtain copies at Lemuria or their local library.   



 
Dr. John Howard, Director—Worship Arts Ministry  

PEW BIBLE FUNDRAISER 
You can now order a Bible in memory or in honor of a loved 

one. Forms available in the Gathering Area and on our 
Website Scan this QR Code for online ordering. 



Our SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS continue to share the experiences of Jesus’s Ministry. 
Children will learn about Jesus’s stories of healing, along with parables shared about 
the Good Samaritan, the Lost Sheep, and the Lost Coins. 

Speaking of Lost Coins, our children will begin their Lenten Coin Collection on February 18th. 
They will receive a collection jar and a calendar throughout the season of Lent to collect coins 
for BETH ISREAL Rebuild Fund. Start looking for those coins now, because these will be 40 
days of intentional and exciting counting and collecting for our kids. 

SUMMIT IS BACK IN FULL SWING 
ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS. Our 
kids will continue to study the 
book of Ruth and explore this story 
through mission opportunities and 
science experiments. We will also 
have our Olympic Games Celebration on February 
11 during the Summit. This will be a chance for our 
kids to compete in a variety of games and learn 
about friends from other countries around the 
world. We will celebrate the diversity that God has 
created in us and learn that all are loved by God 
through friendly competition and a few gold 
medals.  
 

CONFIRMATION 
continues for our students as 
they dive deep into learning 
about their relationship with 
God and with the church. This month, we will 
cover the topics of Grace and Perfection, Prayer, 
and Salvation. Our Confirmation class will also 
join the family ministries group with a trip to the 
Civil Rights Museum on February 15th. If you 
would like to join us on this tour please let Pastor 
Haven or Pastor Katie know. 

 
Rev. Haven Boyd, Pastor to Children |  



WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUMMIT 
STUDIES AT GALLOWAY 
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This month is the last chance for Early-Bird 

Pricing for the Race for Grace Place! Lace up 

your shoes and join the 5k or the Block Walk 

around Galloway’s block! Don’t forget to make 

time to stick around after the race for food, 

fellowship, the art sale and tours of Grace Place. 

Tour guides will be telling their stories and giving 

you an inside peek into how many hands make 

Grace Place possible. We are Better Together! 

We celebrate that a Human Relations Day Grant 

from the UMC General Board of Church and 

Society will provide race t-shirts for everyone at 

Grace Place and new shoes for Grace Place 

Leaders that will be oƯering tours and sharing 

their stories on Race Day! 

GRACE PLACE ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 

Sheila Scott has always been drawn to the arts, but she didn’t start painting 
until she came into Art for All in her 40s. She’s painted a collection of faces 
among other subjects. She also writes poetry and short stories, has done 
graphic design, and dabbles in pottery and photography. She says, “Art is 
peaceful to me. It’s a peaceful medium.” Ms. Scott is one of our artists who 

will have art for sale at the Race for Grace Place on Saturday, March 28. A 
portion of the sale will go directly to Ms. Scott, while the rest will cover the 
cost of supplies and class and help support the ministry of Grace Place. 

Sheila Scott with one of her  
pieces of art that will be for sale  

at the Race for Grace Place. 



Many thanks to Levi Coffey on his Eagle Scout project to help 

Grace Place! He built shelves to store people’s belongings 

during Grace Place. Many community members at Grace Place 

have their belongings with them when they come for 

breakfast and worship. Previously they had to keep their 

belongings on the floor, but now they have a safe space to put 

their items up off the floor. Thank you, Levi, your troop, Jimmy 

Robertson and Charles MorƟmer for your service to our 

community!  
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LEVI COFFEY EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
Gift to Grace Place 
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We had a great time cheering on the Majors at the MILLSAPS 
basketball games! The women’s team came away with a 
strong win over Rhodes in the first game, and the men fought 
hard but came up just one point short in a close second game. 
Thank you to everyone who came out to support our college 
students—they truly felt the love and encouragement from the 
stands from our Galloway family!  
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, Director 
-  

Dear Parents & Families, 

Happy February! 💕 We hope your year is already oƯ to a joyful (and mostly well-rested) start. If not, don’t worry—
God’s mercies are new every morning… even the ones that start at 5:30 a.m. with a toddler alarm clock.  

February is a special month for us as we focus on love, kindness, and God’s great care for us. While the world talks a 
lot about Valentine’s Day, we love reminding our children that the greatest love of all comes from Jesus. As 1 
Corinthians 16:14 reminds us: “Let all that you do be done in love.” (Even cleaning up blocks for the 27th time!) 

This month, our classrooms will be: 

·  Practicing kindness and sharing 

·  Learning simple Bible stories about love and helping others 

· Creating adorable Valentine crafts (prepare your fridge space now!) 

·  Saying prayers of thankfulness for family, friends, and God’s blessings 
 

You may notice your child coming home talking about being “kind like Jesus” or praying before snack time—our favorite 
kind of spillover! We promise to keep nurturing their hearts just as much as their growing minds (and busy hands). 

Thank you for trusting us with your precious children. They truly are a gift from God, and we are honored to partner with 
you in helping them grow in faith, love, and a little bit of patience.  

May your February be filled with joy and laughter. 
 With love and blessings, 
   Sherry Brewer 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT: Ms. Elisha Simmons  

Ms. Elisha Simmons has been a valued member of the Galloway Children’s Center 
team since 2023. While she may be a quiet teacher at first, Ms. Elisha is truly a 
hidden gem! Once you get to know her, her wonderful personality shines through. 

Ms. Elisha is very artsy and loves bringing creativity into the classroom. She enjoys 
jumping right into the fun with our preschoolers, whether it’s art projects, music, 
or dancing. Her love for music and movement helps create a joyful and engaging 
learning environment for our children. 

In addition to her work at Galloway, Ms. Elisha is currently a student at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. She is extremely dependable, outgoing, and 
always willing to help wherever she is needed. Her positive energy and dedication 
make her a joy to work with. 

We are so grateful to have Ms. Elisha as part of our Galloway family! 



MEMORIAL & HONOR GIFTS 
December 2025 

 

Katherine & Fred Ezelle 
 

Music Ministry 

Sara & Clyde Maxwell 
 

Tom McCormick 
 

Student Ministry 

Ellnora Riecken 
 

Peggy & Billy Robertson 
 

Grace Place 

Alice & Robert Swittenberg 
 

Billy Underwood 
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Grace Place 

 

Sarah White 
 

Flora Mae Womack 
 

 
Music Ministry 

 

 

Maybelle Beasley 
 

Music Ministry 

John Howard 
 

Senior Minister Fund 

Jaime Jameson 
 

Grace Place 

Doris McCullen 
 

Kay Mortimer 
 

Grace Place Race 

Naomi & Bob Ridgway 
 

Music Ministry 

Kelly Riley 
 

Grace Place 

Ken Roberts 
 

Senior Minister Fund 



TEN SURPRISING HEALTH BENEFITS OF LOVE 

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 
1 Corinthians 13;7 

Health & Wellness Ministry 
 

February is often called the “love month” because of 
Valentine’s Day on the 14th. We all know that love makes us feel 
good, but did you know that love has many benefits? According 
to an article in General Health Primary Care (February 2025) 
written by Lauryn Gerard and Lily Vining, and reviewed by 
Mikaela Frissell, LCSW, there are 10 health benefits of love and 
the impact of healthy relationships on physical well-being. 

Frissell, a licensed clinical social worker at UT Health Austin, 
writes love is not just about romance, it can also have real, 
measurable eƯects on your health. Whether you enjoy celebrating Valentine’s Day or prefer to skip the pink 
hearts and love poems, research shows that loving relationships can enhance both mental and physical well-
being.  “These relationships can have a profound impact on your mental, emotional, and physical health and 
they do not have to be romantic relationships to experience a healthy, loving relationship built on care, trust, 
and support.”  She, along with Gerard and Vining, list ten benefits of this type of love: 

1.INCREASES LIFE EXPECTANCY 

Research suggests that married people, as well as those with strong social relationships, tend to live 
longer. These relationships can also lower the risk of heart attacks, certain types of cancer, and 
infections like pneumonia. Having someone you can rely on encourages healthy habits, reduces stress, 
and provides emotional support contributing to a longer, healthier life. 

2. MAINTAINS A HEALTHY HEART 

Emotional well-being plays a significant role in heart health, as supportive relationships help regulate 
stress hormones and reduce inflammation—two key factors in lowering the risk of cardiovascular 
disease. Studies indicate that people in healthy, happy marriages have a lower risk of developing 
cardiovascular disease than those in stressful relationships or those who experience loneliness. 

3. LOWERS BLOOD PRESSURE 

Married couples who are happy tend to have better blood pressure levels than those who are unhappily 
married or single. Knowing you have someone to lean on during diƯicult times can significantly reduce 
stress levels. “When stress is managed eƯectively, we see positive eƯects on both mental and physical 
health, including lower blood pressure and improved heart health.” 



4. DECREASES ANXIETY 

MRI scans show that people in stable, long-term relationships exhibit greater activity in the brain’s 
reward and pleasure centers, while showing less activation in areas linked to anxiety.  This 
heightened brain activity fosters a sense of calm and security, contributing to a more balanced 
emotional state. 

5. EASES STRESS 

Supportive relationships provide a sense of security and stability, making it easier to manage 
stress. Having someone to confide in can make all the diƯerence. It helps lower stress hormones, 
improves resilience, and enhances overall well-being. 

6. COMBATS DEPRESSION 

Love and strong social connections have been shown to reduce feelings of loneliness and 
depression while increasing happiness and a sense of belonging. When we feel emotionally 
connected to others, our brain releases feel-good hormones like oxytocin and serotonin, which help 
counteract feelings of anxiety and depression. 

7. BOOSTS THE IMMUNE SYSTEM 

Feeling loved and supported can strengthen the immune system, making you less likely to catch 
colds and other viral infections.  

8. HELPS MANAGE PAIN 

Love can also activate brain regions associated with pain control. Studies show that happily 
married couples report fewer complaints of back pain and headaches. Feeling secure and 
supported in your relationships can even improve sleep quality. 

9. SUPPORTS GUT HEALTH 

Eighty percent of your immune system—and most of your body’s microbes—reside in your gut.  The 
feeling of love can help nurture and support your gut microbiome, which plays a crucial role in 
digestion, immune function, and overall well-being. 

10. IMPROVES SLEEP 

Since loving relationships help reduce stress, they also contribute to better sleep quality. Studies 
suggest that happily married couples are 10% more likely to experience restful sleep. Tensions ease 
when you feel loved and supported, allowing you to sleep more soundly. 

 
THOUGHT TO PONDER:  

Knowing the benefits of love, what can you do to be more loving? 

PRAYER: Most Gracious God: Your Word reminds us that love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  Help me to become more loving and grateful for Your love and the love 
of others.  Amen 



GALLOWAY GEMS 
LUNCHEON AND PROGRAM 

Thursday, February 12 
Fellowship Center 

Lunch - 11:30 am 
$10 per plate 

Beef Tips with Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,  
Mixed Vegetables, Salad, 

and Strawberry Cake 
 

Program - 12:00 pm 

THE RICHLAND HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR 
Negro Spirituals in honor of Black History Month 

Make plans to attend and bring a friend! Call the church office at 601-353-9691  or email, 
AVestal@Gallowayumc.org by Monday, February 9 to make your reservation.   

NEW GROUPS ARE FORMING...ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
A CANCER SUPPORT GROUP  

Are you currently battling cancer, in remission, or a cancer survivor? 
Perhaps you are caring for a loved one who is fighting cancer. If so, we 
want to form a community where you can be supported by others who 
are walking the same road. Galloway Cares about You, and we want to 
journey with you through this time. If you are interested in participating 
in a cancer support group, please contact Susan Richards at 601-326-
3447 or srichards@gallowayumc.org. The need is real, so we will start a 
group if you are willing to come. 

 A RECOVERY GROUP: For anyone recovering from an alcohol or chemical 
addiction. 

A KNITTING GROUP: We have a Sit & Knit group for people who want to learn 
how to knit and make hats for Grace Place, prayer shawls for people 
experiencing a devastating illness or lengthy recovery, or baby caps for 
new Galloway babies. If you do any kind of needle work or knitting, you 
are welcome to come to Sit & Knit. We will be meeting on Wednesday, 
January 21, 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 

PET THERAPY: A ministry involving therapy dogs and their people making 
caring visits to homes, senior living facilities, and hospitals. 

If you are interested in any of these new groups, please contact Susan 
Richards at 601-326-3447 or srichards@gallowayumc.org. 

presents  
Negro Spirituals in honor 

of Black History Month! 

RICHLAND HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

LOVE & SYMPATHY 

· To Alice Clement (Rod) and Cary Stockett (Mechelle) 
on the death of their father, and to Wilson Clement, 
Lucy Clement, Andrew Stockett (Shannon), and Elliot 
Stockett (Maggie) on the death of their grandfather, 
Richard Carrington Stockett, Jr.  

· To Kirsten McLagan and Frank Neville on the death of her father, Clinton Reed 
McLagan. 

· To the family and friends of Catherine Klipple on her death. 

· To Katie Giedd on the death of her grandfather, Ed Wheeler. 
 

NEW PARENTS 

Preston and Montgomery Miller welcomed their son, Bastian “Bash” Henry Miller on 
January 15, 2026 in Nashville, TN. Archie Miller is the proud big brother. 
 

NEW GRANDPARENTS 

Cheryl and Dennis Miller are new Grandparents to Bastian “Bash” Henry Miller, born on 
January 15, 2026 in Nashville, TN. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Kay and Tom Troxler  
joined Galloway on Sunday, January 4 

 

Beth Miller  
joined Galloway on Sunday January 18. 

 
 

If you are interested in joining, becoming a member,  
contact a member of our Pastoral Staff. 



  Get Connected to Galloway: 

 
 

- - -  

Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.                                                                   Prayer Line 

SOCIAL MEDIA    

Instagram @galloway_umc 

Facebook facebook.com/gallowayumc 

YouTube  Galloway United Methodist Church, Jackson, MS 
· You can log in at 11:00 a.m. CST and watch us live or you can watch past re-

cordings of our Worship service. 
 

GALLOWAY WEBSITE 
   www.GallowayUMC.org 

WAPT 
   Watch us LIVE on WAPT 11:00 a.m. CST 
 

 

 

 

YOU CAN SUPPORT GALLOWAY BY MAKING A DONATION  
VIA OUR WEBSITE OR SCANNING THIS QR CODE 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

PASTORAL STAFF  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MINISTRY STAFF  


